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Hate Crime Examples and Lessons Learnt
Hate crime defines a legal transgression characterized and prompted by ungrounded preconceived opinion where the allegiance or membership to one or more specific race or group by a victim makes him a target. These violations often objectify protected communities and civilians. These crimes can be either single-bias or multiple-bias incidents which can be further classified as crimes against the person, property or society (Walters, 2014). The sources of the bias portrayed by these crimes can be race, religion, sexual orientation, disability, or gender. 
Mathew Shepard was bludgeoned, tortured and tied to a prairie fence in Wyoming in the year 1988. He succumbed to his injuries five days after his attack. This crime qualifies as a hate crime since the perpetrators pretended to be gay to gain the confidence of the victim, which denotes that he was targeted. The western custom of nailing a dead coyote to a fence to ward off intruders resembles the manner the victim was killed, another crucial significance of hate crime (Dunn, 2010). The sheriff also records the brutality of the repeated striking of the victim's head by a revolver which he describes as motivated by hate.
Dylann Roof walked into an African-American community church and shot dead nine persons in Charleston. The perpetrators confessed to this crime indicating and admitted to the offense as a war against the black race. A friend of his confirms this by explaining his stand on racial discrimination, and his intention to spark civil war against the black community. Dylann, in his jail cell, wrote about his racial hatred and desire to spark mayhem (Waters & Sullivan, 2016). These classify his criminal activity as a hate crime. 
Barry Winchell was an army private in the 101 infantry who was murdered by a fellow soldier in his sleep because he was gay (Episcopal News Service, 2000). The army private had endured harassment, and on the eve of his death, he got into an altercation where the victim won. The loser was taunted for losing to a ‘faggot' which led to him attacking the victim in his bed bunk in the night with a bat as he slept (Holland, 2003). The fact that the victim was singled out for his sexuality classifies the criminal offense as a hate crime. 
Shaddy Bakarat, Razan Mohamad Abu-Salha, and Yusor Mohammad Abu-Salha were the victims of a hate crime after they were shot to the head by their neighbor in Chapel Hill. The victims are stated to have complained about the perpetrator's, Craig Stephen Hicks, constant need to harass them while holding a weapon. Hicks also claimed he was an atheist where he announced that he hated Islam just as much as Christianity (Colson, 2015). 
If the incidence shooting on Chapel Hill had occurred in my neighborhood, I imagine there would be mass hysteria and panic throughout the community. Since the offender claimed to be an atheist and constant hate for all other religions, the community as a whole would endure feelings of fear. The entire community would feel vulnerable to becoming the next victims, mostly because the criminal violation was based on ideology. The depression and psychological trauma that would result from such an incidence would lead to divisions and disintegration of the community. 
Islam's would feel like targets, and the fear arises leading to Islamophobia. Terrorist threats and attacks would be on the rise as misguided factions would try to compensate for their beloved that they lost. The fear birthed from this incident could be culminated by the victim community to reach and disperse throughout all communities and their beliefs.
Though these trends of reaction are associated with higher rates of hate crimes developing within the community, calm nature is a necessity in such trying times. A proper response would be to hold a vigil for the departed and a prayer ceremony aligned within their religious beliefs. The leaders of the community should preach peace and not retaliation in public gatherings, and media statements. This is because the lack of these coordinated events may lead to more attacks and bloodshed.
Criminal justice organizations can adopt the use of federal jurisdiction in resolving these crimes and the sentencing of the prosecuted. A high warning alert can be issued through all the recommended channels to keep the relevant police body's alert of future and imminent threats and retaliation efforts. The law enforcement bodies can also opt to add more units to surveil the neighborhood in an attempt to deter future threats. 
The entire criminal justice team should interact with the community to offer balance and condolences. In such efforts, they should also administer terms and policies that they could adopt in the training of community and public about self-protection and dealing with such issues. To restore the community by instilling the feeling of safety within their neighborhood, a task force formed for the primary purpose of combatting such crimes should be created and directed by a professional.
The laws can be amended to offer stiffer and harsher penalties to the offenders of hate crimes to deter future perpetrators from following in the same footsteps. The legislation team should also implement greater pro-legislation and pro-victims beliefs and laws which are associated with political liberalism which in turn lowers the prejudicial attitudes (Cabeldue, Cramer, Kehn, Crosby, & Anastasi, 2018). It is critical that the existing negative views on the protection of the minority groups involved are deposed and newer aspects implemented.
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